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You have saved lives
No achievement of humanity 

compares with that of saving 

a baby’s life. It is not just an 

endeavor for skillful doctors. 

Heartbeat has opened the 

opportunity to everyone to 

participate in this mission of 

mercy. Whether it is a simple 

procedure or a complex 

operation, it often costs more 

money than an underprivileged 

family can afford. By well 

tuning its cords, and putting on 

masterful musical performances, 

Heartbeat has ensured that 

expenses of the medical are met 

by revenues from the musical. 

But to make ends meet, more 

contributions were needed. 

A number of initiatives have 

been undertaken by students, 

associations, companies, and 

good Samaritans. Heartbeat, 

with the help of Hôtel-Dieu 

de France, has also been busy 

upgrading its capacity and 

expanding its services and reach. 

It has obtained support from far 

away places and has been able 

to treat local babies, and from 

neighboring countries as well. 

We are heartened by the results. 

More than 200 needy young 

patients were saved last year not 

just by our medical and musical 

corps, but also by a committed 

community. The following pages 

show how medicine, melody 

and compassion have joined 

hands in a true demonstration of 

civilization.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2013

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO
Medical Support for 252 Children 1,345,000

Contribution in Medical Equipment and Training 150,000

Contribution to Tamanna 27,000

Running Cost of the Association 45,000

Additional Expenses 25,000

TOTAL 1,592,000

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM 

Concert & Gala Dinner, Casino du Liban  

Proceeds  Concert Ticketing 250,000

   Gala Dinner Ticketing 150,000 
   Auction & Lottery 600,000

   Sponsoring 200,000

   Donations 250,000

Expenses  Venue (Casino du Liban) 0
   Fees, rehearsals, equipment rental 45,000

   Additional logistic fees 50,000

Net Proceeds 1,355,000

Al Waleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation 200,000

Additional Donations & Specific Actions 50,000

TOTAL 1,605,000

 All values in USD

Average Cost per Child

13

Total Amounts Paid in USD per Year

Number of Children Treated per Year Cumulative (No. of Children Treated per Year)

252

1,391

5,337

1,345k
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MEDICAL STATEMENT 2013

Heartbeat and  

La Chaîne de l’Espoir:  

A partnership at the 

regional level

Iraq Trainees
In 2013, 59 members of the staff of Ibn El Bitar Hospital in Bagdad 
received training at the department of cardiac surgery at the Hôtel-
Dieu de France.
An MOU was signed in 2011 between HDF, Ibn El Bitar Hospital, La 
Chaîne de l’Espoir and Heartbeat aiming to offer training to the Iraqi 
staff. Since then, 121 trainees visited our hospital to expand their 
experience in the management of pediatric cardiac interventions.
This ongoing program is a perfect example of the transfer of knowledge 
Heartbeat is proud of fostering in the region.

Treating Iraqi and Syrian Children
In 2011, the MOU that was signed with La Chaîne de l’Espoir included 
financial coverage of Iraqi patients who cannot receive the care they 
need in Iraq. Heartbeat has received 28 Iraqi cases in Lebanon in 
2013, bringing the total number of children treated since 2011 to 59.
In 2013, there was a large increase in the medical needs of Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon. In order to treat Syrian children who suffer 
from congenital heart disease, Heartbeat partnered with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and with La 
Chaîne de l’Espoir, who now provide the funds for medical treatment 
of those children. Thanks to this funding Heartbeat was able to treat 
15 refugees in 2013.

Age Distribution
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Heart Disease in Children

Region   % of Children

Beirut    18

Mount Lebanon  20

North    23

Bekaa    16

South    12

Non Lebanese   11
(Excluding Iraqi and Syrian)

Iraqi children are 
supported by Iraqi funds

Regional Distribution

Distribution According
to Medical Activity

Medical procedure     Number

Surgery      117

Catheterization     100

Other       35

TOTAL       252

35

117

100



Al Waleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation: 
SOLID AND STEADY SUPPORT

HUMANITARIAN CONTRIBUTION

Since June 2006, the Al Waleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation 

has been offering regular and substantial contributions to Heartbeat, 

collaborating especially in the treatment of complex congenital heart 

disease, always targeting innovation in surgical therapy, and helping 

to acquire the most advanced surgical techniques.

In 2009, the Al Waleed Bin Talal Paediatric Intensive Care was launched 

at Hôtel-Dieu. Due to the ever-growing number of sick children treated 

in this hospital, the unit was expanded in the summer of 2013. 

This massive task has been achieved under the personal care and 

watch of Mrs. Leyla Solh Hamade, vice-president of the foundation.

Prenatal Diagnosis 

of Cardiac Anomalies
The use of fetal echocardiography to diagnose prenatal 

congenital cardiac malformations is rapidly becoming the 

standard of care in most large pediatric cardiology centers. 

Centers routinely performing fetal echocardiography 

are making earlier diagnoses of more complex cardiac 

malformations, associated extracardiac anomalies and 

intrauterine cardiac failure, all of which lead to poor fetal 

outcomes. Multi-specialty teams consisting of pediatric 

cardiologists, perinatologists and obstetricians are rapidly 

evolving to manage these more frequently identified 

high-risk pregnancies with significant congenital cardiac 

malformations.

While prenatal diagnosis ultrasound is being used 

increasingly to diagnose the complete prenatal spectrum in 

over 80 percent of cases in Europe and the USA, its use in 

Lebanon is still limited to 15 percent of pregnancies. In an 

attempt to improve these figures, Heartbeat, in collaboration 

with BLC Bank organized the logistics to help the pediatric 

cardiology team of the Children’s Heart Center at Hôtel-

Dieu Hospital develop seminars on prenatal screening of 

congenital cardiac anomalies.

Dr. Linda Daou, in collaboration with doctors Nabil Helou, 

Reem Abu Rustum, Malek Nassar and Bernard Nasr, organized 

seminars in four Lebanese regions (Keserwan, North, Beqaa, 

and South) grouping over 200 specialists. 

The conferences included up-to-date state–of-the-art 

presentations on fetal echography and echocardiography. The 

venue fees for the scientific sessions as well as the dinner 

that followed were all graciously offered by BLC Bank.

On the initiative of Heartbeat, the Hôtel-Dieu de France in Beirut (HDF) 

and the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne (RCH) Australia have 

developed a program of collaboration in congenital heart services.

The RCH will assist the HDF in its endeavour to further develop the 

field of diagnosis and treatment of congenital heart disease from birth 

to adulthood.

The program will also cover development and research in congenital 

heart disease, as well as the exchange of scientific and medical 

information to improve early detection and proper management 

of heart disease in neonates, as well the development of prenatal 

diagnosis of cardiac anomalies.

In 2013 Heartbeat developed and the implemented a new chapter in 

its mission, at the national level: The Lebanese National Registry for 

Congenital Cardiac Disease. This venture was undertaken with the 

financial and logistic support of the BLC bank, in collaboration with 

the Royal Children’s hospital in Melbourne.

The project aims to create a full scope database for heart disease in 

Lebanese infants and children. The primary endpoints include the 

production of scientific research and the construction of protocols for 

detection of cardiac anomalies during pregnancy.  

Royal Children’s Hospital 
of Melbourne MOU

Lebanese National 
Registry for Congenital 
Cardiac Disease
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Fabriano Contest INSTITUTIONAL
DONATIONS

Cleartag

Celebrating the 50th year of its drawing contest, Fabriano, the leading 

institution for art in schools, joined forces with Heartbeat and Roadster 

diner, and selected the association to be the main partner for its 

anniversary edition, under the theme “Dîtes-le avec le Cœur” or “Say it 

from the Heart.”

Using the contest, the association will introduce its mission, and activities 

to pupils in schools all over Lebanon, where Heartbeat’s volunteers will 

be visiting schools to carry out interactive presentations and explain to 

the students more about congenital heart disease and its treatment.

Association d’amitié Liban-Brésil

On February 9th, 2013, the Association for Lebanese and Brazilian 

Friendship (Amitié Liban-Brésil) held its annual gala dinner at 

the Phoenicia Hotel. This lovely evening was animated by exotic 

dancers from Brazil, performing live on stage. A lottery was 

organized, and the profits were all offered to Heartbeat. All this 

was thanks to Mrs. Regina Finianos’ idea and dynamism.  

Heartbeat and Tamanna: a partnership to help children 

The 2013 concerts marked an innovation as they witnessed 

Heartbeat extend a hand to fellow humanitarian NGOs and share 

part of its concert’s profit with Tamanna. This partnership also 

allowed Tamanna to realize the wish of one of their children to 

sing in front of a live audience. A memorable experience, and an 

example of collaboration we hope others will imitate!

50 Lebanese artists at Sea’n’art 

Solidere and Big Time organized Sea’n’ Art, a philanthropic cultural 

initiative which saw the streets of the Beirut Souks and Zaitunay 

Bay host, during the summer months, the works of more than 50 

artists who each individually decorated a sculpture of the Sea 

Bass. The exhibition was concluded with a cocktail event, where 

the artwork was auctioned for charity to support three NGOs, 

including Heartbeat.

Data Consult's Christmas Donation

In line with their CSR program, Data Consult selected Heartbeat 

and three other NGOs to be part of their initiative, which included 

a financial donation, site visits, and sending a greeting card to 

their customers and partners.

Field of Stars at Zaitunay Bay 

By creating the ‘Field of Stars’, Matisse Events and Zaitunay Bay 

joined forces last Christmas to spark a positive change in the lives of 

less fortunate children. The ‘Field of Stars’ brought a mesmerizing 

field of illuminated stars to the amazing Zaitunay Bay. Each star 

was purchased by companies, or anonymous contributors and 

all the funds collected were divided equally between 24 NGOs 

dedicated to helping children, among which was Heartbeat. This 

was the first time such an initiative had taken place in Lebanon 

and due to its success; the "Field of Stars" initiative will be back 

next year!

Roadster diner's Christmas Campaign

This festive season, Roadster diner collaborated again with 

Heartbeat to help treat children with heart disease by donating 

LL1,000 to the association for every breakfast or dessert ordered 

in December 2013. 

Heartbeat’s website www.heartbeat-lb.org 

was revamped by Cleartag, one of the leading web development firms in 

the Middle East. In the framework of their CSR program, Cleartag offered 

the redesign and enhancement of the website. The overhaul included the 

addition of new sections and functionalities, including an online donation 

platform that now allows people from all over the world to contribute. 

HUMANITARIAN CONTRIBUTION
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Heartbeat Concert & Gala Dinner 2013

SNAPSHOTS
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SNAPSHOTS
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GALA DINNER 2013
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For the fourth year in a row, Aïshti, one of 

Heartbeat’s first partners, bedazzled the 

audience with a flamboyant show that featured 

the most luxurious fashion and the latest 

trends. The generosity of Aïshti never falls 

short of amazing for engaging a lot of their 

brands to donate to Heartbeat. 

Mr. Tony Salamé’s philanthropic spirit 

extends beyond direct contributions to also 

connect Heartbeat with the most upcoming 

international artists who offer the NGO 

invaluable pieces of art for its auction.

Never failing to impress, Casino du Liban 

remains a beacon of glamour in the Middle 

East and a shining example of generosity. As 

always, it offered Heartbeat the venues for its 

events, but also access to the most up-to-date 

and complete technical logistic assistance and 

equipment, while providing the support of its 

dedicated personnel who assisted Heartbeat to 

guarantee the success of its events. 

Bank Audi has been the first sponsor of 

Heartbeat since the association was created 

in the summer of 2005.

And the support is still coming in, growing 

every year, enabling us to ‘grow beyond our 

potential’. 

Bank Audi Corporate Ambassador and 

Lebanese explorer Maxime Chaya hosted the 

latest edition of the Heartbeat Gala Dinner, 

and was joined on stage by former Miss 

Lebanon, the glamorous Dina Azar.

An exclusive gala dinner

Big Time designed the setting for 

Heartbeat’s gala dinner in 2013 and 

gave it a touch of magic that amazed 

all the guests who included high profile 

individuals from Lebanon and the 

region, among whom were: Lebanon’s 

first lady, Mrs. Wafaa’ Sleiman, H.E. 

Leila el Solh Hamadé, Princess Ghida 

Talal of Jordan, H.E. Raymond Audi, 

Father Salim Daccache and other 

business professionals, political figures, 

and socialites. 

Alessi

For the fourth consecutive year, Alessi, 

the manufacturer of dreams, has applied 

its design genius to help us in supporting 

this noble cause.  

The most prestigious 

auction in town
The auction conducted by representatives 

from the prestigious Christie’s Auction 

House saw a fantastic array of articles go 

to generous bidders in the audience.

Magnificent jewelry from Sylvie Saliba

One of the highlights of the evening was a 

short touching video in which Mr. Fawaz 

Gruosi addressed the audience and the 

person who won the bid on a magnificent 

De Grisogono gold and diamond bracelet, 

graciously offered by Ms. Sylvie Saliba.

Beautiful art by international artists

The auction included three exceptional 

artworks offered by The Modern 

Institute, the Aïshti Foundation, and the 

artists themselves: Scott Myles, Michael 

Wilkinson, and Jim Lambie. 

The artworks captivated the audience 

and reached record highs with ‘Tropical 

Orchid’, a fantastic blend of polished 

steel and glossy paint. Jim Lambie, its 

creator, was present at the dinner to 

congratulate the lucky winner of this 

amazing piece.

The giant display by Samsung

CTC - Samsung created a premiere by 

introducing for the first time in the 

Middle-East the biggest LCD screen in the 

world: an amazing piece of technology 

featuring a whopping 85” screen, this TV 

is not only impressive by its sheer size, 

but also its brilliant design.

The brand new MINI

Bassoul-Heneine offered the latest 

addition to the MINI family, the MINI 

Paceman. A showcase of the latest 

technologies, this small but powerful 

car combines the sportiness of an SAV 

and the sleek design of a Coupé. 

Elegance by Fendi

Mr. Pietro Beccari, Fendi’s CEO, presented 

the winning bidder with a multicolored 

peacock summer fur jacket, embroidered 

on gazar silk and cut-out Persian lamb, 

and with a certificate signed by Karl 

Lagerfeld , the jacket’s designer.

Tombola
460 Multimedia Store offered some of 

the latest high-tech items in the draw 

which was organized in collaboration 

with Aïshti who donated a selection 

of its most fashionable purses, suits 

and dresses. The raffle also included 

prizes donated by CTC-Samsung, G. 

Tamer Holding, Mozart Chahine, Elie 

Bekhazi, and Christian Bonja. The 

raffle was topped by an invaluable trip 

for two to the Monte Carlo 2014 tennis 

tournament, courtesy of Façonnable.

Devoted Sponsors
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H.E. Mrs Layla Solh Hamade, Al Waleed Bin Talal Humanitarian Foundation 
H.E. Mr Raymond Audi, Chairman of Audi Bank
Mrs Rose Antoine Choueiri, Choueiri Group
Mr Tony Salame, CEO Aïshti Group
Mr Hamid Kreydi, Casino du Liban
Mr Tony Nasrallah 

•Alexis Habib
•Bassoul-Heneine (MINI)
•CTC - Samsung
•Danielle Bassoul
•Fawaz Gruosi
•Fendi
•Jim Lambie
•Maroun Chammas
•Michael Wilkinson
•Scott Myles
•Shadi Sanbar
•Sylvie Saliba
•The Modern Institute

•460 The Multimedia Store
•Alessi
•Alfa Telecom
•Antoine Antaki
•Association Philippe Jabre
•Bank of Beirut
•Batoul Youssef
•Berytech
•Café Najjar
•Chawki Karam
•Christian Bonja
•Denise Safa
•Droguerie de l'Union
•EAM (Ets. Antoine Massoud) 

•Edmond Moutran
•Elie Bekhazi
•ITG, Holcom
•Ets. Khalil Warde
•Fondation Raymond & Aida 

Najjar
•G. Tamer Holding
•IBL Bank
•Joseph Chemaly
•Karim Chaya
•L'Émir Samir Abillama
•Lena Nahas
•LibanPost 
•Maroun el Helou 
•Max Factor (KFF)

•MEA 
•MIDIS Group
•Mozart Chahine
•Nabil Bustros
•Nagib Zeidan
•Original Marines (LIFCO)
•Paula Acra
•Picon (Fromageries BEL)
•Sakr Sakr (Sakr Power Systems)
•Sanofi-Aventis Liban
•Sel et Poivre
•Solidere
•Tamer Group
•Yordan & Marie Obegi  

Foundation 

PATRONS

2013 Major Donors 2013 Contributors and Donors

Partners

MEDIA PARTNERS THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION

•Ahliah School
•Anis Hannoun-Khoury
•Arope Insurance
•Assurex
•AXA Insurance
•Balamand Interactive Club
•Banque Libano Francaise
•Beirut Baptist School
•Ben Slutzky
•BREI
•Byblos Bank
•Capital Insurance
•Capital Outsourcing
•Caracalla Dance Theater
•Chateau Ksara
•Clément Maamarbachi
•Cyprus Conference
•Data Consult SAL
•Dorine Dahdah
•Dr. Sami El Helou
•Elia Samaha
•Elie Ghassan
•Fady Khawam
•Fateh Bekdache
•Felix Abou Jaoude

•Friends of Child Eyad Firoz 
Joumadder, Mrs. Fadia 
Hattoum & Marwa Thubian

•Hotel Le Gabriel
•G-Spa
•Georges Michael Tayyar
•Haig Yessayan
•Haissam Hamiti
•Hala Ghorayeb
•Huda Azzi Abou Samra & 

Family
•Jamil Kabbani
•Johnny R. Saade Holdings
•Joseph Hammam
•Joumana Sarkissian
•Joyce & Ralph Abou Jaoude
•La Libanaise des Jeux
•LIA Insurance
•Lody Aoun
•Louis Karam & Family
•Marie Yaacoub Azzi
•Mineas
•Mona Hraoui
•Nabil & Elissar Nassar
•Nader Al-Mously
•Nadim Saikali

•Nehme G. Semaan
•Nour el Nimer
•Pierre Doumet
•Pierre Khoury
•Poppins
•Raymond Abou Adal
•Roula Yaacoub Kamal
•Sabis Educational Services
•Sami Helou
•Sami Sidawi
•Sarah Maamari
•Shadi et Zeina Karam
•Skin Clinic
•Sodicom
•Sohat
•Ste Libano Suisse 

d'Assurance
•Taanayel les Fermes
•Therese Yaghy
•Ticketing Box Office 

(Virgin)
•Toufic Khoueiry
•Unicorn
•Walid Madi
•Wassim Abdallah
•Zeina Khoury

•Aïshti Group 
(A Magazine / L’Officiel)

•An-Nahar (Mrs. Nayla Tueni)
•As-Safir (Mr. Talal Salman)
•Beirut Night Life
•Beiruting.com
•Commerce du Levant (Mrs. 
Nayla De Freige) 

•Daily Star Newspaper
•Dyar Newspaper 
•Entrepreneur Magazine 
•Executive Magazine
•GroupPlus Outdoor
•Hasnaa’ Magazine
•InfoPro (Lebanon Opportuni-
ties / Al Iktissad Al Loubnani 
Wal Arabi) 

•Jadeed TV
•L’Orient-Le Jour (Mrs. Nayla 
De Freige)

•LBCi (Mrs. Randa Pierre 
Daher)

•Les Editions Orientales 
(Femme Magazine / L’Hebdo 
Magazine)

•Light FM (Mr. Raja Mansour)

•Mantra Communication (Bold 
/ Elle Orientale) 

•Media Unit (Daily-Star /  
Al-Mustaqbal/Future TV) 

•Melody FM
•Mix FM (Mr. Roger Saad)
•MTV (Mr. Jyad El Murr)
•Nostalgie Radio
•Noun Magazine 
(Mrs. Siham Tueni)

•NRJ Radio
•Pikasso Outdoor 
(Mr. Antonio Vincenti)

•Primedia Outdoor
•R.L.L (Mr. Fadi Salameh)
•Radio One 
(Mr. Raymond Gaspar)

•Rotana Delta Radio
•Sawt el Ghad Radio
•Specom 
(Mondanité/Outdoor)

•TimeOut Beirut Magazine
•Tree Ad (OTV / Joumhouria / 
Akhbar / LeReseau)

•VDL 100.3 Radio
•Vivad Outdoor 

PRINTING 

Anis Commercial Printing

Impressions

Imprimerie Khawam 

Mediaform

Printworks 

RADIO SPOTS

Dan Harper 

Tanguy Faucon  

DOCUMENTARY FILMS 

& TVC

Hedgehog 

Imagic

Wonderful Production

INTERNET

IDM 

PHOTOS

Arban Photo

Elie Bekhazi

HUMANITARIAN CONTRIBUTION
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HAPPENINGS 2013

Recognition Ceremony 2013
On the 4th of March, Heartbeat held its first  

recognition reception at Hôtel-Dieu de France 

to honour its main contributors and donors.  

The association acknowledged H.E. Layla Solh 

Hamade, Vice-president of Al Waleed Bin Talal 

Humanitarian Foundation, H.E. Raymond Audi, 

President of Bank Audi, Mrs. Rose Choueiri, 

President of Choueiri Group, Mr. Hamid Kreydi, 

President of Casino du Liban, as well as Father 

Joseph Nassar sj, President of Hôtel-Dieu, for 

their continuous, generous and unconditional 

support since its early days.  These contributors 

were singled out of so many donors as they 

have all indeed been backers of the association 

since it was just an idea and have always been 

present to help us achieve our most ambitious 

objectives. At the end of the ceremony, H.E. 

Layla Solh Hamade gave Heartbeat a trophy of 

recognition on behalf of the Al Waleed Bin Talal 

Humanitarian Foundation, the first ever to be 

offered by the Foundation.  The awards, designed 

and offered by renowned industrial designer 

Karim Chaya, were given in the presence of 

other notable supporters as well as all of the 

Association's Executive Committee members, 

friends of the Association and hospital staff.

Heartbeat Auditions for the upcoming concert
For the first time ever and in response to public demand, Heartbeat organized public auditions to select new members to join its musical team’s 

volunteers. The response was amazing with hundreds of people expressing interest and close to 100 applications submitted online. 

Sponsored by Roadster diner, the auditions were held at the Campus des Sciences Médicales (USJ), and spanned over a whole day of intense activity. 

The quality of all the participants made the juries’ job very hard, but six people were finally selected to join the team’s ranks.
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PREVIOUS CONCERTS

Children Helping Children
Children Helping Children in Beirut Baptist School

The Beirut Baptist School organized a weeklong activity 

to raise funds: piggybanks were placed in the classrooms 

and students were encouraged to donate. On February 15, 

Heartbeat members gave presentations about the association 

and witnessed the opening of the banks in a very competitive 

atmosphere.

Happy birthday Sarah Maamari

Sarah Maamari celebrated her 16th birthday this year with 

a special thought for children with heart disease: instead of 

asking for gifts, she asked her friends and family to donate to 

Heartbeat. What a great gift!

Valentine’s at Ahliah Lower School

Ahliah Lower School gave Valentine’s Day a new meaning 

by baking and selling heart-shaped cookies. Students 

participated in a “heart-to-heart” activity, where they 

randomly chose messages from a bowl and gave them to their 

friends and teachers. They also decorated hearts to offer as 

gifts to Heartbeat. 

Activities in Universities
NDU - Notre-Dame University

Students from NDU’s PR class organized on June 7, 2013 a fundraising day 

where bands from the music club performed live, and where many sponsors 

set up stands and sold items whose proceeds went to Heartbeat. 

UOB - University of Balamand

During the spring semester of 2013, the Interactive Club at the University of 

Balamand organized several fundraising events including on-campus bake 

sales and a special pre-screening of ‘Fast & Furious 6’, and donated all the 

proceeds to Heartbeat. 

Chawki Karam’s Half-Marathon
Chawki L. Karam participated in the Run to the Beat half-marathon in London 

on September 8, in memory of his late father Louis A. Karam, and raised funds 

to support charities. His efforts were met with amazing responses with over 

$17,000 raised for two NGOs: Chain of Hope (UK) and Heartbeat.

2010 Casino du Liban 2011 Casino du Liban

2012 Casino du Liban 2013 Casino du Liban

2006 Biel 2008 Casino du Liban2007 Faqra

2009 Casino du Liban

HAPPENINGS 2013




